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(57) Abstract: The distance from 
a buddy as well as the presence 
thereof is displayed. Mobile device 
(11) polls a user data part (26) 
at predetermined time intervals, 
transmits its positional information 
to a presence server (27), receives 
both status information of a buddy 
and information indicative of 
closeness to the buddy, and displays 
the presence of the buddy by use of 
an icon having a size corresponding 
to the closeness of the buddy. A 
buddy list server (28) calculates, 
from the positional information 
and requested buddy positional 
information, the distance from the 
buddy in response to the polling of 
the mobile device (11), compares 
the distance with a threshold value 
established by the user to obtain 
the closeness, and transmits it to 
the mobile device (H). 
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